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 For more information regarding any of your farming 
needs, please feel free to contact the Bertie County 

Cooperative Extension Office at (252) 794-5317.  Your 
questions and comments are important to us. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Head Scab  
Head Scab infections are influenced by weather in April and early May. It is wise to apply a fungicide for 
scab control if the wheat variety you have planted is susceptible to scab. Go to GOOGLE and type in wheat 
disease packages ncsu and click the first link that comes up to access a table from NC State that contains 
information about wheat diseases ratings.  This is also the link: 
https://organiccommodities.ces.ncsu.edu/organicgrains-production/wheat-variety-disease-packages/  
  
The most effective fungicides for head scab are Caramba, Prosaro, Miravis Ace and Proline.  
Application of these fungicides for scab control are only effective at flowering.  Do not apply 
strobilurins such as Quadris and Headline close to flowering as they may increase DON levels.  
 
Cereal leaf beetle can be a major insect pest of wheat. The population usually peaks between mid-April 
and early May. Beetles prefer area of the field with thin stands and fields that were planted late. Eggs laid by 
adult beetles are about 1/32-inch-long and are easy to spot with little experience. The eggs are elliptical in 
shape and laid singly or in groups on the upper leaf surface, often along the mid vein. The larval stage, 
which does the most damage to small grains is a shiny black larva with mucous and fecal matter on its back.  
 
Threshold is 25 eggs and /or larvae per 100 stems (tillers) 
If the proportion of eggs is higher than the larvae count scout again in 5 days. Treat when 50% or more of 
the eggs have hatched. This insect is fairly easy to control and only requires one insecticide application 
since there is only 1 generation per year. Several insecticides are labeled for cereal leaf beetle. 

 
 

Row Plants per Seeds per Plants per Seeds per Plants per Seeds per
Width Foot * Foot ** Foot * Foot ** Foot * Foot **

7" 2 2.2 43 - 60 2.25 2.5 48 - 67 2.5 2.8 53 - 75

15" 3.9 4.3 39 - 54 4.6 5.1 46 - 64 5.3 5.9 52 - 73

20" 4.9 5.4 36 - 51 5.9 6.6 44 - 62 6.9 7.7 52 - 72

30" 6.4 7.1 32 - 45 8.3 9.2 41 - 58 10.1 11.2 51 - 71

36" 7 7.8 29 - 41 9.5 10.6 39 - 55 12 13.3 50 - 70

*  Assumes determinate varieties.  For indeterminate varieties, increase target populations by 20%.
**  Assumes 90% emergence.  If 85% emergence is anticipated, increase planting rate by 5%.  

If 80% emergence is anticipated, increase planting rate by 10%.
***  Range is pounds of seed per acre with seed lots averaging 3500 seeds per pound (first number 

in range) to 2500 seeds per pound (second number in range).

Suggested Soybean Plant Populations for North Carolina

Planting in May Planting in June Planting in July

Pounds of Seed Pounds of Seed Pounds of Seed
per Acre *** per Acre *** per Acre ***
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Remember to Stay on the Look Out for Wheat Pest and Diseases 
 



  
 
 
 
 

Deciding when to plant will depend on the weather conditions during mid to late April, since 
cottonseed is very sensitive to cool soil temperatures during germination. When the cottonseed is 
absorbing water to begin germination, soil temperatures below 50° F can cause chilling injury and 
the cottonseed can die if temperatures dip to 41° F. Temperatures below 50° F at about two days 
after planting may either kill the seedlings or cause growth retardation for weeks into the season. 
Cotton producers could start planting after April 15 if soils temperatures are 65° F at a 3-inch depth 
by 10 a.m., and warm, dry weather is predicted for the next 5 to 7 days. Rapid germination occurs 
at soil temperatures above 70°F and is very slow at temperatures below 60°F. The risk of poor or 
spotty germination when planting in cold soils is greatly increased under wet conditions. Planting 
conditions are considered excellent if greater than 50 DD-60s (degree F Max + degree F Min 
Temp)/2 – 60= DD-60s) accumulate for the 5 days after planting. Avoid planting cotton if the low 
temperature is predicted to be below 50° F for either of the two nights after planting.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://climate.ncsu.edu/cotton_planting 
 

The Cotton Planting Conditions Calculator provides decision support for cotton planting.  The tool 
obtains observed temperature and precipitation for the current day, plus forecasted temperature 
and precipitation data for the next 7 days for the user-selected location.  BELOW is the information 
you’ll receive from the calculator (Tifton, GA was the location used). 
 

 

      
 

 
 

 
 

 

COTTON PLANTING CONDITION CALCULATOR 

COTTON PLANTING DECISIONS 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Thrips Forecasting Tool Useful for Cotton, Peanuts and Tobacco 

Link to Tool:   http://climate.ncsu.edu/Cotton TIP 
 
Below are the different models that are created by this tool to help you make better management 
decisions. 

 
 
 
Written By Dr. Charlie Cahoon, Extension Weed Specialist  
 

The suggested rates below are ONLY for combinations. For example, Reflex is suggested at 10 to 12 
oz/A in combination Brake (fluridone), Cotoran (fluometuron), Direx (diuron), and Warrant 
(microencapsulated acetochlor). Used alone, Reflex should be applied at 16 oz/A. However, due to 
injury concerns most folks do not apply 16 oz/A. If using rates less than suggested by the manufacturer, 
it would be wise to include a tank mix partner, again with a similar spectrum of weed control. 2) 
Alternative formulations or generics are available for many of the products listed below. Be sure to use 
equivalent rates of products with different formulations than what is listed in table. And 3) these 
combinations control both Palmer amaranth and common ragweed. However, combinations containing 
Cotoran are less effective on Palmer amaranth whereas combinations containing Warrant are less 
effective on common ragweed. Lastly, please consult the North Carolina Agriculture Chemical Manual or 
North Carolina Cotton Information guide for more detailed information on suggested residual 
combinations. (See table on next page) 
 

 

COTTON PREEMERGENCE HERBICIDES 



  
 

 
 
 

LINK FOR PEANUT RISK TOOL 
https://peanut.ces.ncsu.edu/peanut-risk-tool-and-field-log/ 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Census can be completed by phone at 844-330-2020 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We want to assure you that N.C. Cooperative Extension is still with you, and will help you to get through this 
crisis.  Currently, to help mitigate the spread of the virus, many people, including many of us in Extension, 
are working from home.  However, working from inside a home often is not an option in agriculture, 
especially not with a busy spring season starting.  We know that many emergency regulations and 
recommendations are already affecting your business, and will most likely have a long-lasting effects 
on you and your neighbors. 
 
     

  
  
 

 

COVID-19 

 

WE ARE JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY 
 

(252) 794-5317 
OR 

(252) 325-3091 (Cell) 
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